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be remarked that since in a divine design, being perfect, no one part exists for the sake of others more than the others for its sake, it is indifferent •whether repulsion be considered, as hitherto, an expedient to retard the attractive force, or, on the other hand, the attractive force as an expedient to develop repulsion; in other words, it is indifferent whether the physical be regarded as subordinate to the spiritual element, or vice versa.   To return to the main thread, Poe affirms that repulsion will not increase indefinitely as the condensation of the mass proceeds, but when in the process of time it has fulfilled its purpose — the evolution of heterogeneity — it will cease, and the attractive force, being unresisted, will draw the atoms back into the primordial particle in which, as it has no parts, attraction will also cease; now, attraction and repulsion constituting our notion of matter, the cessation of these two forces is the same thing with the annihilation of matter, or in other words, the universe, at the end of the reaction which has been mentally followed out, will sink into the nihility out of which it arose.    In conclusion Poe makes one last affirmation, to wit, that the diffusion and ingathering o£ the universe is the diffusion and ingathering of Deity itself, which has no existence apart from the 'Constitution of things.
r   It- is 'difficult to treat this hypothesis, taken as a WStajjhysical speculation, with respect.   To examine of demolition would be a tedious,sty, nor moral
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